COLOSSUS 
(Continued from Page 27° 
So the cinematograph (the films) will 
rise to the levels of art when men of great 
intelligence and insight express them- 
selves in forms determired by the natural 
properties of this new medium. 

Significantly, one facet of the Holly- 
wood “Colossus” has not alerted—the 
star system. True, the names differ from 
decade to decade, but the basic types 
remain constant. Yesterdays Robert 
Taylor is today’s Rock Hudson. Yester- 
day’s Alice Faye or Betty Grable is 
todays Doris Day or Connie Stevens. 
The stalwarts of yesterday became in the 
'50’s more mature but just as magnetic. 
Often yesterday's film star became to- 
day’s television star. In fact television, 
instead of dulling the brilliance of the 
movie stars, has kept their brilliance alive 
so that even the magic of those whose 
art has been stilled by death are as well- 
known today as when they originally 
performed before the Hollywood cam- 
eras, 

The Hollywood “Colossus” unlike its 
ancient counterpart has proved invinci- 
ble. After three score years of American 
film making, characterized by dynamic 
leadership, inventive genius, and a re- 
markable array of personalities in all 
contributing creative fields, the Holly- 
wood “Colossus” is still a significant part 
of the American scene. Forty-four mil- 
lion Americans are attending motion 
picture theatres every week—the largest 
number since 1948—and some 28,000,000 
individuals are viewing films every night 
in their homes due to the foresight of 
film-makers who have sold some 11,000 
films to television stations and still have 
a remarkable catalogue for future re- 
leases. The continued growth of the 
overseas market indicates that American- 
made films are among our most impor- 
tant ambassadors of goodwill in foreign 
countries. Whether the movies of the 
future are seen in theatres on wide 
screens or at home through pay or free 
television, whether they involve spectac- 
ular scenes involving thousands or just 
a conversation between two lonely indi- 
viduals, American films are still one of 
our “liveliest arts.” The dramatic fragil- 
ity of Audrey Hepburn or Natalie Wood; 
the versatility of Shirley MacLaine; the 
sparkling exuberance of Hayley Mills 
and Debbie Reynolds; the heroic stature 
of Charlton Heston and Kirk Douglas; 
the zany antics of Danny Kaye, Bob 
Hope, and Jerry Lewis; the impact of 
Judgment at Nuremberg with Spencer 
Tracey, Judy Garland, Marlene Dietrich, 
Burt Lancaster, and Montgomery Clift— 
all honored progeny of the Hollywood 
“Colossus, are encouraging symptoms of 
the strength and vitality of America’s 
cinematic art form. American film 
history indicates that in the past Holly- 
wood has produced films characterized 
by artistry, intelligence, and a sense of 
mature responsibility. The film makers 
of the future may do well to recall that 
the past should be a prelude to future 
greatness. 
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